from the point of view of the locus amoenus as silence. Combining an iconological, an aesthetic-philosophical and an anthropological approach, this essay contributes to a better understanding of sleep, voyeurism, and silence within the context of the nymph's particular genius loci.
The Birth of an Artistic Motif: Status Quaestionis
In 1512, a sculpture of a sleeping, half-naked woman and part of an antique fountain were discovered and displayed in the Belvedere of the Vatican [ Fig. 4 .1]. We know about the sculpture and the way it was set up because of a drawing by Francisco de Holanda (1517 -1585 Huius nympha loci, sacri custodia fontis, Dormio, dum blandae sentio murmur aquae. 
